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Payne to Join Faculty of Samford’s New Christian Ministry Degree Program 
 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. -- Samford University’s new Christian ministry degree program has announced a 
new faculty member, J. D. Payne, who will begin his work at Samford in August 2018. 
 
Payne comes to Samford from The Church at Brook Hills in Birmingham, Alabama, having served there 
since 2012 as the pastor of church multiplication and, most recently, as the interim global disciple-
making pastor.  
 
Scott Guffin, executive director of Samford’s Christian ministry program, noted that Payne’s addition to 
Samford’s faculty is a deeply significant development in the direction of the program. 
 
“J. D. comes to us as a world-class scholar and highly sought after expert in the field of missiology,” 
Guffin said. “He brings with him a mix of scholarship and real-world ministry that will inform our 
students in both the study and the practice of missions and disciple making. We’re pleased about what 
he will add to the Christian ministry program and to the Samford community” 
 
Payne expressed his enthusiasm for the missions focus of the new Christian ministry program.  
 
“I am both humbled and excited about this opportunity to teach missions and evangelism with the 
amazing faculty of Samford University,” he said.” It is a delight to see the grace of God upon this school. 
As I have spoken with faculty and students in different departments, I continue to hear of a desire for 
practical ministry training and wise missiological thought applied both to the new Christian Ministry 
program and throughout the university's other fields of study.” 
 
Prior to coming to Birmingham, he served for 10 years as associate professor of church planting and 
evangelism at The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky. For nine of those years, 
he was also a national missionary with the Southern Baptist Convention’s North American Mission Board 
and directed the Center for North American Missions and Church Planting.  
 
Payne has also taught at Bible colleges and seminaries, including Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary and Beeson Divinity School, and he has been a pastor and served with church planting teams 
in Kentucky and Indiana. 
 
The author of 13 books on missions, evangelism and church planting, as well as numerous articles in 
both popular and academic periodicals, Payne is a well-recognized voice in the world of evangelical 
missions today, according to Guffin. Payne is active in the Evangelical Missiological Society, where he 
served as regional vice president for the southeast and executive Vice president for administration. As a 



member of the Great Commission Research Network, he served for several years as the book review 
editor for the Great Commission Research Journal. He regularly blogs at www.jdpayne.org and hosts the 
podcast "Strike the Match."  
 
Payne, who is a native of Kentucky, holds a Bachelor of Arts in sociology from the University of Kentucky 
and received Master of Divinity and Doctor of Philosophy degrees from The Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. His wife, Sarah, is a physician at Christ's Health Center in Birmingham. They have three 
children: Hannah, Rachel, and Joel.  
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Related story 
 
ABOUT SAMFORD UNIVERSITY -- Samford University is a premier nationally ranked Christian university. Founded in 
1841, Samford is the 87th oldest institution of higher education in the United States. U.S. News & World Report 
ranks Samford 3rd among regional universities in the South, and Samford is recognized as the top-ranked university 
in the state of Alabama in national rankings published by Forbes Inc, The Economist and The Wall Street Journal. 
Samford enrolls 5,509 students from 45 states and 30 countries in its 10 academic units: arts, arts and sciences, 
business, divinity, education, health professions, law, nursing, pharmacy, and public health. Samford also fields 17 
NCAA Division I teams that compete in the tradition-rich Southern Conference. www.samford.edu 
 
 
 
 


